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Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 

John 16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
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Mark 8:38 
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him 
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 
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Luke 24:44 
Then he said to them, “These are my words that 
I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.” 
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John 12:47–48 
If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I 
do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world 
but to save the world. The one who rejects me and 
does not receive my words has a judge; the word that 
I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 



!"##$%&#'()*&+)!"##$%&#'()*&+)
,"##,-./&0)#1.#2(3&0.#$%&(01&),"##,-./&0)#1.#2(3&0.#$%&(01&)
4#5$#$067%#8+-19)

1 John 2:5–6 
but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected. By this we may know 
that we are in him: whoever says he abides in 
him ought to walk in the same way in which he 
walked. 
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1 Cor 2:10–16 these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. … we impart this in words 
not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
…“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so 
as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
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2 Corinthians 12:12 
The signs of a true apostle were performed 
among you with utmost patience, with signs 
and wonders and mighty works. 
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• Christ’s Life & Words are Accurately Recorded• Christ’s Life & Words are Accurately Recorded
• Christ’s Recorded Message is Authoritative• Christ’s Recorded Message is Authoritative
• The Four Gospels Do Not Distort Christ• The Four Gospels Do Not Distort Christ
• The Words of All Four Gospels are God
• The Four Gospels Do Not Distort Christ
• The Words of All Four Gospels are God• The Words of All Four Gospels are God-
• The Four Gospels Do Not Distort Christ
• The Words of All Four Gospels are God• The Words of All Four Gospels are God--Breathed• The Words of All Four Gospels are God• The Words of All Four Gospels are God• The Words of All Four Gospels are God BreathedBreathedBreathed
• Harmonization of the Four Gospel is Possible 
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• AKA:  “Textual Criticism”• AKA:  “Textual Criticism”
--

• AKA:  “Textual Criticism”• AKA:  “Textual Criticism”
---- “Questioning the validity of a variant “Questioning the validity of a variant “Questioning the validity of a variant 

(difference) in handwritten NT manuscripts(difference) in handwritten NT manuscripts
• Necessary b/c of the Quantity of Ancient NT MSS
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• AKA:  “Historical Criticism”• AKA:  “Historical Criticism”
--

• AKA:  “Historical Criticism”• AKA:  “Historical Criticism”
---- “Questioning the validity of the story, book, or “Questioning the validity of the story, book, or “Questioning the validity of the story, book, or 

concept in the NTconcept in the NT
1)  Form Criticism1)  Form Criticism

--
1)  Form Criticism1)  Form Criticism

---- Classifying the “Form” or “Type” of Info
--

Classifying the “Form” or “Type” of InfoClassifying the “Form” or “Type” of Info
---- Some Types are “Real” & Others Not
--

Some Types are “Real” & Others NotSome Types are “Real” & Others Not
---- Separating Facts from Author’s Elaborations



“The critics' assumption [is] that those who had the 
strongest reason for being interested in the historical 
facts of Jesus' life had little or no interest in 
ascertaining and transmitting those facts. Form 
Criticism also maintains that eyewitnesses of Jesus' 
life stood by in silence while falsehood about Jesus 
was promoted as the truth. This is inconceivable.” 

-- Thomas & Gundry
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2)  Redaction Criticism2)  Redaction Criticism
--

2)  Redaction Criticism2)  Redaction Criticism
---- Author is “Redacting” the History
--

Author is “Redacting” the HistoryAuthor is “Redacting” the History
---- Separating Facts from Author’s Purposes
--

Separating Facts from Author’s PurposesSeparating Facts from Author’s Purposes
---- Which Info is Changed to Fit Author’s Intent



“The critics' assumption [is] that those who had the 
strongest reason for being interested in the historical 
facts of Jesus' life had little or no interest in 
ascertaining and transmitting those facts. Form 
Criticism also maintains that eyewitnesses of Jesus' 
life stood by in silence while falsehood about Jesus 
was promoted as the truth. This is inconceivable.” 

-- Thomas & Gundry



!"##$%&'(#)*#+$#,-./0/1/(23!"##$%&'(#)*#+$#,-./0/1/(23
4"##5/67'.#-./0/1/(24"##5/67'.#-./0/1/(2

3)  Source Criticism3)  Source Criticism
--

3)  Source Criticism3)  Source Criticism
---- Where Did They Get their Material?
--

Where Did They Get their Material?Where Did They Get their Material?
---- Is there a Literary Dependency?
--

Is there a Literary Dependency?Is there a Literary Dependency?
---- Which Came First?
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1)  Christ’s Promises
John 14:25–26 
“These things I have spoken to you while I am 
still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 
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2)  Eyewitness Claims
2 Peter 1:16 
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths 
when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
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3)  Sources Claimed
Luke 1:1–2 

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile 
a narrative of the things that have been 
accomplished among us, just as those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
ministers of the word have delivered them to us
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1)  There Was NO Common Literary Dependence1)  There Was NO Common Literary Dependence
2)  Oldest & Longest Standing View2)  Oldest & Longest Standing View
3)  Sources:3)  Sources:

• Memory• Memory
• Firsthand Accounts• Firsthand Accounts
• Oral Transmission• Oral Transmission

4)  Order/Dates Not Significant
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1)  Two Sources for Matthew & Luke1)  Two Sources for Matthew & Luke
a)  Both Copied from Marka)  Both Copied from Mark
b)  Both Copied from Another Common Sourceb)  Both Copied from Another Common Source

2)  Other Source:  “Q”2)  Other Source:  “Q”
• “Q” = “Quelle” (German) = Source• “Q” = “Quelle” (German) = Source
• “Q” = Hypothetical Source Document• “Q” = Hypothetical Source Document
• Theorized to Contain “Sayings of Christ”
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3)  Order is Important3)  Order is Important
• “Marcan Priority”• “Marcan Priority”
• Generally date to • Generally date to • Generally date to AD AD AD AD 55
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4)  Matt & Luke Expanded Mark4)  Matt & Luke Expanded Mark
• They Don’t Believe Mark Condensed Either• They Don’t Believe Mark Condensed Either

(which is not the usually literary pattern)(which is not the usually literary pattern)
5)  Matt & Luke’s Divergence from Mark Not Same5)  Matt & Luke’s Divergence from Mark Not Same

• Exceptions are Hard to Explain• Exceptions are Hard to Explain
6)  Mark Claimed to be “More Primitive”6)  Mark Claimed to be “More Primitive”

• e.g., Less references to Christ as Lord• e.g., Less references to Christ as Lord
• e.g., Simpler Grammar
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7)  Difficulty of Matthew Relying on Mark7)  Difficulty of Matthew Relying on Mark
• Matthew was a Firsthand Eye

7)  Difficulty of Matthew Relying on Mark
• Matthew was a Firsthand Eye• Matthew was a Firsthand Eye-

7)  Difficulty of Matthew Relying on Mark7)  Difficulty of Matthew Relying on Mark7)  Difficulty of Matthew Relying on Mark
• Matthew was a Firsthand Eye• Matthew was a Firsthand Eye--Witness• Matthew was a Firsthand Eye
• Peter is Mark’s Source• Peter is Mark’s Source
• Matt relies on Mark for His Conversion Story • Matt relies on Mark for His Conversion Story 

(Mk.2 / Mt.9)
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1)  
."##*/%."##*/% 1%-2)3#*+)%'41%-2)3#*+)%'41%-2)3#*+)%'4."##*/%."##*/%

1)  1)  Griesbach
1%-2)3#*+)%'41%-2)3#*+)%'4

GriesbachGriesbach Hypothesis 1)  1)  GriesbachGriesbachGriesbach Hypothesis Hypothesis 
2)  Matthew Is Earliest2)  Matthew Is Earliest
3)  Luke is Next (draws from Matt)3)  Luke is Next (draws from Matt)
4)  Mark is Last of the Three4)  Mark is Last of the Three

(draws from Matt & Luke)(draws from Matt & Luke)
5)  Order has Some Ancient Support5)  Order has Some Ancient Support

• Clement of Alexandria (2
5)  Order has Some Ancient Support

• Clement of Alexandria (2• Clement of Alexandria (2nd
5)  Order has Some Ancient Support5)  Order has Some Ancient Support5)  Order has Some Ancient Support5)  Order has Some Ancient Support

nd Century)
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1)  AKA  “Farrer Hypothesis”1)  AKA  “Farrer Hypothesis”
--

1)  AKA  “Farrer Hypothesis”1)  AKA  “Farrer Hypothesis”
---- Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)
--

Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)
---- Today: Mark 

Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)
Today: Mark Today: Mark Goodacre
Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)Austin Farrer (1955 Article: Dispensing with Q)

GoodacreGoodacre (Duke University)Today: Mark Today: Mark Today: Mark Goodacre
2)  Mark is First2)  Mark is First
3)  Matthew is Next (drawing on Mark)3)  Matthew is Next (drawing on Mark)
4)  Luke is Last (drawing on both Mark & Matt)
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