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1. The “Word”?
A.

2. Is the “Word” Really “God”?
A.

1)
2)

3)

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

John 1:1

“In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”



(2. continued)

B.

C. A Closer Look at John 1:1

v apyn nv o0 Adyoc

\ ¢ / > \ \ /
KL 0 Aoyoc ny mpog tov Beov

kel Beoc nv O Aoyoc

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

* Book of the Week...
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John I:1
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God."




1. The "Word"?
A. "Word" Translates lo,goj (logos)
Not lw,gwj (Iogos)
B. John 1:14-18
The "Word" = Jesus Christ

C. Greek Idea of the lo,goj
1) Stoic Philosophy ?
lo,g0j = The Ultimate Creative
Rational Principle



1. The "Word"?
C. Greek Idea of the lo,goj
2) Gnostic Religion ?
l0,20] = The Cosmic Expression of
God's Secret Knowledge

3) Philo the Jew (+ a lot of Gk) ?
lo,g0] = God's idealized Reality from

which we are derived



1. The "Word"?
D. The Hebrew Bible !
"Word" = rb'D’ (debar) = lo,g0]
(LXX)

1) When God Creates
e Psalm 33:6

2) When God Reveals Himself
e Jeremiah 1:4

' 3) When God Saves




1. The "Word"?
D. The Hebrew Bible !

4) When God Judges
e Psalm 29:7-8

5) When God Accomplishes His Will
e Isaiah 55:10-11




2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
A. The Jehovah Withess Claim

* "The New World Translation” (1961)

John 1:1
"In [the] beginning the Word was,

and the Word was with God,
and the Word was a god.”

3 oyt e j e PR 2 i \ﬁké‘b‘i;'zu 1155 ana tney were pourii, I11uv
the' darkness,’ but the darkness | h Joh 5:26 | from blood or from a flesh-
| Ac3ls |1y will or from man’s will, but




2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
A. The Jehovah Witness Claim
e Watchtower Bible & Tract Society

(According to John, 1951 [p.52])
"how are we to understand John

1:1-2 of which there are differing
franslations? ...




"2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
A. The Jehovah Withess Claim

e Watchtower Bible & Tract Society

"Since we have examined so much of
what John wrote about Jesus who was
the Word made flesh we are now in a

position to determine which of those
several translations is correct.”




2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article

e (English) Definite Article: "the"

e (English) Indefinite Article: "a" or "an”

Definite:
| want to go to the restaurant.

Indefinite:
| want fo go fo a restaurant.
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2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?

B. Greek Grammar: The Article
e Definite Arficle: "the" (various inflections)
*Indefinite Article: (none)

Definite:
| want to go to the restaurant.

Indefinite:
| want to go fo restaurant.




'2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article

e|lf a noun has an article it is ALWAYS
definite.

e|lf a noun does not have an article it
may be definite OR indefinite.



'2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article

°e.gd., Proper Nouns

John 21:20
o Pe,troj ble,pei to.n

Mactft.n saw  the disciple




"2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article
°e.gd., Proper Nouns
Luke 9:20
Pe,troj de. avpokpriqei.j
eilP@in but answering  said



"2. Is the "Word" Really "God™?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article
ee.g., In Certain Prepositional Phrases
John 1:1a

avrch/| h=n o lo,goj

mthlgegmnmg was the word



"2. Is the "Word" Really "God™?
B. Greek Grammar: The Ariicle
°e.g., As a Predicate Nominative
English example:

"It is me" - incorrect

"His " > correct
*This is important in Greek because:



2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article

e Greek word order is fluid!
-- Greek inflections avoid confusion

"Great was the Sermon.”
"Smashed John the bike."

"Eat we should the sandwiches.”
"Tacos eat we should.”




'2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
B. Greek Grammar: The Article

There are 7 other grammatical rules

why a noun would not take an
article but would still be DEFINTE.
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2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
C. A Closer Look at John 1:1

evn avrch|/ h=n o  lo,goj
en arche en ho logos

kai. o lo,goj h=n pro.j to.n
kai ho logos ene rﬁs ton theon
kai. qeo.] N B Y lo,g0j
kal theos en ho logos




2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
C. A Closer Look at John 1:1

evn avrch|/ h=n o  lo,goj
in beginning was the word

kai. o lo,goj h=n pro.j to.n
and the word was with the God

o . J€e0; n .
kai. geo.] lo,20j}
and God the word




2 Is the "Word" Really "God"?
C. A Closer Look at John 1:1

evn avrch|/ h=n o  lo,goj
in beginning was the word

kai. o lo,goj h=n pro.j to.n
and the word was with the God

kai. (qeo.j | =H/ ,ng
and God /| was word




2 Is the "Word" Really "God"?
C. A Closer Look at John 1:1

evn avrch|/ h=n o  lo,goj
in beginning was the word

kai. o lo,goj h=n pro.j to.n
and the word was with the God

kai. (geo.j h=H/ ,ng
and God |was word
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" Is the "Word" Really "God"?

- D. E.g.s: "The God" without an Article

& AdYyoG, Kai
and

1 Ev d&pxn nv & AOYog
In beginning was the the Word
Av  Tpog Tov Bedv, kaifBedg Yiv 6  Aoyog.
was toward the God, : g vas the Word.
2 O0tog 1v &  apxn wpog Tov Oeov.
This (one) was in beginning toward the God.
ot oaUTOU  €YyéveTo, Kl
through him came to be, and
¢YEVETO  OUDE EV.
came to be not-but one (thing).

3 mavTo
All (things)

QUTOU
him

XWPIG

apart from

In [the] beginning
the Word was,
and the Word was
with God,
Word was
2 This one Wwas
[the] beginning with
God. 3 All things came
into existence through
him, and apart from

him not even one




). Is the "Word" Really "God"?

- D. E.g.s: "The God" without an Article

6 Eyavs.-:'ro

1T oUTog
this (one)

papTUpiay,
witness,

TEPI TOU
about the

TIOTEVO WOV

&vBpwTog STTECTAAMEVOS
man having been sent forth
OVO X aUTE "leavng:
name to him John;
NABev €1G
came into
v HaPTUPNOT)
in order that he might witness
PWTOG, Vo TAVTEG
light, in order that all
St aUToU. 8 olk AV
dlocecnecla ica DN~

the darkness, but
the darkness has not

overpowered it.
6 There arose a man

' that was sent forth

2s—-a_representative of
1@ his name was
donn. 7 This [man]

came for a witness,
in order to bear wit-
ness about the light,

wao | that nannle of all aorts



2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?

D. E.g.s: "The God" without an Article

the own (ones) him not took alongside.
12 dool o€ ?\aﬁov aUTOV, EO0WKEV QUTOLC

As many as but him, he gave to them

E€ovoiav TEKVO evecBal, TOIG
authority childrem\of God to become, to the (ones)

micTeUouotly €I TO Ovopo ovtoU, 13 ol olk
believing into the name of him, who not

€€ aipdTtv oUde €k BeEARNOTOS OOPKOG
out of bloods nor out of will of fiesh
olde £éx BeAnpaTog dvbpog  AAN €K
nor out of will of male person but out of
£yevwnonoov.

v r e W - o X 4" .d
were generated.

him in. 12 However,
as many as did re-

ceive him, to them he
gave aythority to be-
come children,
because tiey were ex-

ercising faith in his
name; 13 and they

were born, not from
blood or from a flesh-
ly will or frompl.maan’s
will, but fro

F— | = - [ - | -
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"2. Is the "Word" Really "God"?
D. E.g.s: "The God" without an Article

Kai 11 AAjleia Si& |undeserved kindness
ss and the truth through | and the truth came

O  éyéveto. 1§ Bedv \ olbeic|to be through Jesus
came to be. God / noone | Christ. 18 No man

...has seent any time




‘The Watchtower Refused to give the
names of the committed who
franslated the NWT...

-- A defector revealed the names:

e Nathan Knorr

* Frederick Franz*

e Albert Schroeder

e George Gangas

e Milton Henschel
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Options Available

...kai. o lo,goj h=n o ¢geo.]
= "and the Word was the God" (modalsim)

...kai. o lo,goj h=n geo.]
= "and the Word was a God" (JW)

- ...kal. gqeo.j h=n o lo,goj
. ="and the Word was God" (divinity)
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