
 

The Origins of the Bible 
A Systematic Overview of “Bibliology” 

Compass Night – Fall 2009 
 
     The Plan 

In this study we will survey the origin, nature, transmission, translation and criticism of 
the biblical texts.  This class should provide you with a knowledge of the Bibleʼs history 
and examines theories and practices of modern translations and versions of the Bible. 

 
     The Objectives 

1. …to gain a more profound trust in the source of Christian authority. 
 
2. …to deepen our confidence in the reliability of our English Bibles. 
 
3. …to equip us to adequately respond to the charges that the Bible in its present form, 

cannot be trusted as an accurate message from God to us. 
 

 
     If You Were To Read One Other Book This Fall 

The Condensed Version 
Geisler, Norman L. and William E. Nix. From God to Us:  How We Got Our Bible. 

Moody Press. 1974. 
 
The Longer, More Thorough Edition 

Geisler, Norman L. and William E. Nix. A General Introduction to the Bible: 
Revised and Expanded. Moody Press. 1986. 

 
     Costs 

Because it is our hope that money will not be a barrier to someone who wishes to attend 
and learn from these classes, we have decided not to charge a price for this class, the 
class materials or the associated dinner. But obviously they do cost. We invite you to 
help us underwrite the expenses associated with Compass Night by contributing to the 
“offering jar” located on your table. If you are able, please contribute for yourself and 
one or two others who may be unable to contribute. 

 
 

     Books for Further Study 
Abegg, Martin, et al. The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible: The Oldest Known Bible Translated for the 

First Time into English. Harper San Francisco, 1999. 
Aland, Kurt and Barbara Aland. The Text of The New Testament: An Introduction to the Critical 

Editions and to the Theory and Practice of Modern Textual Criticism. Eerdmans, 1989. 
Belcher, Richard P. A Layman’s Guide to the Inerrancy Debate. Moody Press, 1980. 
Black, David Alan. New Testament Textual Criticism: A Concise Guide. Baker Books, 1994. 
Bock, Darrell L. Jesus According to Scripture: Restoring the Portrait from the Gospels. Baker, 

2002. 
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Brotzman, Ellis R. Old Testament Textual Criticism: A Practical Introduction. Baker Books, 
1994. 

Bruce, F. F. The Canon of Scripture. InterVarsity Press, 1988. 
________. The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? Eerdmans, 1994. 
Carson, D. A. The King James Version Debate: A Plea for Realism. Baker Books, 1979. 
Carson, D. A. and John D. Woodbridge, eds. Scripture and Truth. Baker Books, 1992. 
Charlesworth, James H. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha (2 volumes). Doubleday, 1983. 
Comfort, Philip W. Early Manuscripts & Modern Translations of the New Testament. Baker, 

1990. 
________. Essential Guide to Bible Versions. Tyndale House, 2000. 
________. The Origin of the Bible. Tyndale House, 1992. 
Comfort, Philip W. and David P. Barrett, eds. The Text of the Earliest New Testament Greek 

Manuscripts. Tyndale House, 2001. 
Deissmann, Adolf. Light From the Ancient East: The New Testament Illustrated by Recently 

Discovered Texts of the Greco-Roman World. Hendrickson, 1995. 
Elliott, J. K. A Bibliography of Greek New Testament Manuscripts, Second Edition. Cambridge 

Press, 2000. 
Epp, Eldon Jay and Gordon D. Fee. Studies in the Theory and Method of New Testament 

Textual Criticism. Eerdmans, 1993. 
Evans, Craig A. Fabricating Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the Gospel. InterVarsity 

Press, 2008. 
________. Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation. Hendrickson, 1992. 
Ewert, David. From Ancient Tablets to Modern Translations: A General Introduction to the 

Bible. Zondervan, 1983. 
Fabarez, Mike. The Big Questions: What’s So Special About the Bible? PCC tape #00-24. 
________. The Reliability of the Bible, parts 1 – 4. PCC tape #98-17, #98-18, #98-19, and #98-

20. 
Fitzmyer, Joseph A. Responses to 101 Questions on the Dead Sea Scrolls. Paulist Press, 1992. 
Geisler, Norman & William Nix. A General Introduction to the Bible, Revised & Expanded. Moody 

Press, 1986. 
Harrington, Daniel J. Invitation to the Apocrypha. Eerdmans, 1999. 
Henry, Carl F. H. God, Revelation and Authority, volumes 1 – 6. Crossway Books, 1976. 
Henry, Carl F. H. ed. Revelation and the Bible: Contemporary Evangelical Thought. Baker 

Books, 1958. 
Kohlenberger, John R., ed. The Contemporary Parallel New Testament. Oxford Press, 1997. 
________. The Interlinear NIV Hebrew-English Old Testament. Zondervan, 1987. 
________. The Parallel Apocrypha. Oxford Press, 1997. 
________. The Precise Parallel New Testament. Oxford Press, 1995. 
Jones, Timothy Paul. Misquoting Truth: A Guide to the Fallacies of Bart Ehran’s “Misquoting 

Jesus” InterVarsity Press, 2007. 
Lindsell, Harold. The Battle for the Bible. Zondervan, 1976. 
Logos Research Systems. Libronix Bible Study Software. (excellent Bible software!) See 

www.logos.com.  
Lutzer, Erwin W. Seven Reasons Why You Can Trust the Bible. Moody Press, 1988. 
MacArthur, Jr., John. How to Get the Most From God’s Word. Word, 1997. 
Marshall, Alfred. NASB-NIV Parallel New Testament with Interlinear. Zondervan, 1986. 
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Martinez, Forentino Garcia and Eibert J. C. Tigchelaar. The Dead Sea Scrolls Study Edition. 
Eerdmans, 1998. 

McDonald, Lee Martin, et al., ed. The Canon Debate. Hendrickson Publishers, 2002. 
Metzger, Bruce M. An Introduction to the Apocrypha. Oxford, 1957. 
________. The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption and Restoration. 

Oxford, 1968. 
Pache, Rene. The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture. Moody Press, 1969. 
Robinson, James M., ed. The Nag Hammadi Library: The Definitive Translation of Gnostic 

Scriptures. Harper, 1978. 
Saucy, Robert. Scripture: Its Power, Authority and Relevance. Word Publishing, 2001. 
Scanlin, Harold. The Dead Sea Scrolls And Modern Translations of the Old Testament. 

Tyndale, 1993.  
Schneemelcher, Wilhelm. New Testament Apocrypha (2 volumes). Westminster/John Know 

Press, 1989. 
Swanson, Reuben, ed. New Testament Greek Manuscripts: Variant Readings Arranged in 

Horizontal Lines Against Codex Vaticanus. Tyndale House, 1999 ff. 
Trever, John C. The Untold Story of Qumran. Fleming Revell Co., 1965. 
Westcott, B. F. and F. J. A. Hort. Introduction to the New Testament in the Original Greek. 

Hendrickson, 1882. 
White, James R. The King James Only Controversy: Can You Trust Modern Translations? 

Bethany, 1995. 
Wilkins, Michael J., ed. Jesus Under Fire: Modern Scholarship Reinvents the Historical Jesus. 

Zondervan, 1996. 
 
Related Sermons and Lectures (available for free at www.FocalPointRadio.org) 

CD # 9817 - 9820 – The Reliability of the Bible (a four-part series) 
CD # 0617 - 0619 – The Da Vinci Code or Crock? (a three-part series) 
CD # 0821 – Gospel Crazy: Confident in Its Veracity 
CD # 0626 – Our Assurance & God’s Truthfulness 
CD # 0024 – The Big Questions: What’s So Special About the Bible? 
CD # 0605 – A Sharp Sword: The Nature & Impact of God’s Written Revelation 
CD # 0658 – God’s Word: Our Most Underappreciated Commodity 
CD # 0659 – More About God’s Words: Understanding Biblical Inspiration 
CD # 9272 – Bible Versions: Is the King James Version the Best?  
CD # 0224 – Understanding the Ultimate Battle of Wits 
CD # 0530 – Grappling with Doubts by Revisiting God’s Imprimatur on the Truth 
CD # 0227 – Being Wise When the World Calls You Stupid 

 
Websites 

The Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts:  www.csntm.org  
The New Testament Gateway:  www.ntgateway.com/textual-critcism/ 
The Encyclopedia of NT Textual Criticism:  www.skypoint.com/~waltzmn 
The United Bible Society:  www.biblica.com 
Codex Sinaiticus:  www.codexsinaiticus.org 
Editio Critica Maior:  www-user.uni-bremen.de/~wie/ECM/ECM-index.html 
Rylands Papyrus (P52): www.abu.nb.ca/courses/NewTestament/Gospels/RylandsPap.htm 
Bible History:  www.bible-history.com 
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Introduction/Overview 
 
The Big Picture 
 
 
 
 
 1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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* Sample fragments of New Testament manuscripts. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Oxyrhynchus Papyri vol.LXIV nos.4401-6  
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* Sample of extant copies of various portions of the New Testament. 
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* Sample page from a critical Greek New Testament   
(United Bible Society, 4th edition, 1993) 
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* Sample page from a “Horizontal Line” Greek New Testament   
(Reuben Swanson, ed. New Testament Greek Manuscripts, Tyndale, 2001) 
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* Sample page from the “in-progress” project of The Institute for NT Textual Research 
(Barbara Aland, et al. eds., Novum Testamentum Graecum Editio Critica Maior, 

 Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2003.) 
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* Sample page from a modern New Testament interlinear  
(NASB-NIV Parallel New Testament in Greek and English, Zondervan, 1986) 
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* Sample page from a “reverse interlinear”. 
(John Schwandt, The English-Greek Reverse Interlinear New Testament, ESV. Crossway, 2006.) 
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* Sample page from a modern Hebrew Old Testament  (Biblia Hebraica, Stuttgart, 1984) 
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* Sample page from a modern Hebrew Old Testament Interlinear   
(The Interlinear NIV Hebrew-English Old Testament, Zondervan, 1987) 
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* Sample page from William Tyndale’s 1526 landmark English Translation. 
(Reprint of original from David Daniell’s, Let There Be Light: William Tyndale and the Making of the 

English Bible, The British Library, 1994; and the modern typeset from David Daniell’s, The New 
Testament: William Tyndale, the British Library, 2000) 

 



Compass Night     Fall 2009    Bible Origins 
page 15 

Step 1:  Revelation 
 
1.  A Definition 
 

 

Divine Revelation is... 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2.  Two Types of Revelation 

 
A. General Revelation 

 
• Definition: 
 
 
 
• Avenues: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Value & Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Compass Night     Fall 2009    Bible Origins 
page 16 

Step 1:  Revelation 
2.  Two Types of Revelation  (continued...) 

 
B.  Special Revelation 

 
• Definition: 
 
 
 
 
• Avenues: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• The Bible 
 
 
 
 
 

* Nature: 
 
 
 
* Scope: 
 
 
 
* Significance: 
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Step 2:  Inspiration 
 
1.  Defined by Scripture 

A.  Second Timothy 3:16-17 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

 
• Key word: 
 
 
 
 
• What is inspired? 
 
 
 
 
• Why is 2 Peter 3:15-16 important to this passage? 
 
 
 

 
B.  Second Peter 1:20-21 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by 

the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of 

man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

• Key word: 
 
 
(cf. Ac.27:15, 17) 

 
 
 
• What is the “origin”? 
 
 
 
• What is the “agent”? 
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Step 2:  Inspiration  (continued...) 
 
2.  A Summary Definition 
 

 

Inspiration is... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3.  Claimed by the Documents 
 

A.  The Old Testament 
 
• General Claims: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Specific Claims: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• NT Support of OT Claim: 
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Step 2:  Inspiration  
3.  Claimed by the Documents  (continued...) 

 
B.  The New Testament 
 

• The Promise: 
 
 
 
 
• Supporting Claims Within the NT 
 
 
 
 
 
• Supporting Claims Outside the NT 

 
 
 
 
 

4.  Understood by People Today 
 
A.  Liberalism 

• View of Documents: 
 
 
 

 
B.  Neo-Orthodox 

• View of Documents: 
 
 

 
* Survey of 10,000 church staffers in five denominations: 

Question:   “Do you believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?” 
 
Answers: 

 
• _____% Methodists said “no”. 
 
• _____% Episcopalians said “no”. 

 
• _____% United Presbyterians said “no”. 

 
• _____% Lutherans said “no”. 

 
• _____% Baptists said “no”. 
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Step 2:  Inspiration  
4.  Understood by People Today  (continued...) 

 
C.  Orthodox 

 
1.  _____________________ Inspiration 

 
• Meaning: 
 
 
• Key Passage: 
 
 
• Biblical Examples: 

 
 
2.  _____________________ Inspiration 

 
• Meaning: 
 
 
• Key Passage: 
 

 
 
3.  _____________________ Inspiration 

 
• Meaning: 
 
 
• Key Passage: 
 

 
 
4.  _____________________ Inspiration 

 
• Meaning: 
 
 
• Key Passage: 
 

 
 
5.  _____________________ Inspiration 

 
• Meaning: 
 
 
• Key Passage: 
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Step 2:  Inspiration   (continued...) 
 
5.  Attested by Evidence 

 
A.  Perfect ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Incredible ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
C.  Massively ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
D.  Came with a ___________________Bang 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. Contains Exacting ___________________ 

 
• Some examples: 

 
> Jesus 

Gen.49:10...............................Lk.3:23, 24 
Is.11:1.....................................Lk.3:23, 32 
Jer.23:5...................................Lk.3:23, 31 
Mic.5:2 ...................................Mt.2:1 
Is.7:14.....................................Mk.1:18, 24, 25 
 

> Misc. 
Jer.29:10-13 ...........................(85 yrs. prior) 
Is.44:28...................................(150 yrs. prior) 
Dan.9:23-27 ...........................(500 yrs. prior) 
Lev.26:33, 40-44....................(900 yrs. prior) 
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Step 3:  Canonicity 
 
1.  A Definition 

 
• The Canon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(not “cannon”) 
> Canon  (Gal.6:16 - kanwn) 
 

 

A “Canon” is... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
> Geisler & Nix definitions: 

 
** Passive: 
 
 
 
 
** Active: 
 

 
 
 
 

2.  Avoiding the Confusion 
 
A.  A Common Mistake 
 
 
 

 
B.  An Important Distinction 
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Step 3:  Canonicity  (continued...) 
 
3.  Reasonable Standards 

 
A.  __________________________ 

 
• Question to ask: 
 
 
 
 

B.  __________________________ 
 
• Question to ask: 
 
 
 

 
C.  __________________________ 

 
• Question to ask: 
 
 
 

 
D.  __________________________ 

 
• Question to ask: 
 
 
 

 
E.  __________________________ 

 
• Question to ask: 
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Step 3:  Canonicity  (continued...) 
 
4.  Document Debates 

 
A.  Pseudepigrapha 

 
• Literal Meaning of the Word: 
 
 
• Description: 
 
 
• Partial List: 

 
Legendary 

1. The Book of Jubilee 

2. The Letter of Aristeas 

3. The Book of Adam and Eve 

4. The Martyrdom of Isaiah 
 
Apocalyptic 

1. First Enoch 

2. The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs 

3. The Sibylline Oracle 

4. The Assumption of Moses 

5. Second Enoch, or the Book of the Secrets of Enoch 

6. Second Baruch, or the Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch 

7. Third Baruch, or the Greek Apocalypse of Baruch 
 
Didactical 

1. Third Maccabees 

2. Forth Maccabees 

3. Pirke Aboth 

4. The Story of Ahikar 
 
Poetical 

1. The Psalms of Solomon 

2. Psalm 151 
 
Historical 

• The Fragment of Zadokite 
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Step 3:  Canonicity  
4.  Document Debates  (continued...) 
 

B.  Apocrypha 
• Literal Meaning of the Word: 
 
 
• Description: 
 
 
• Partial List: 

 
1 Esdras 

A parallel account of events recorded in Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah 
 
2 Esdras  

An expansion by Christian writers of an original Jewish apocalyptic work 
 
Tobit 

A pious short story of a righteous Hebrew of the northern captivity 
 
Judith 

The story of a courageous young Jewess, a widow, and the overthrow of 
Nebuchadnezzar's host by her guile 

 
Additions to Daniel  

Found in LXX and Theodotion's translation 
 
Additions to Esther  

Considerably increase the size of the LXX version of the book 
 
The Prayer of Manasses  

Claims to give the prayer of which record is made in 2 Ch. 33:11-19 
 
The Epistle of Jeremiah  

A typical Hellenistic-Jewish attack on idolatry in the guise of a letter from Jeremiah to 
the exiles in Babylon 

 
The Book of Baruch  

Allegedly the work of the friend and scribe of Jeremiah 
 
Ecclesiasticus  

The name given in its Greek dress to the Wisdom of Joshua ben-Sira 
 
The Wisdom of Solomon  

Perhaps the highlight of Jewish Wisdom writing 
 
1 Maccabees  

Covers events between 175 and 134 BC 
 
2 Maccabees  

Covers much of the same history as its namesake, but does not continue the history 
beyond the campaigns and defeat of Nicanor 
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Step 3:  Canonicity  
4.  Document Debates  (continued...) 
 

C.  Antilegomena 
 
• Literal Meaning of the Word: 
 
 
• Description: 
 
 
• Partial List: 

 
Old Testament Book Reason 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 

 
 

New Testament Book Reason 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
 
 
> > 
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Step 3:  Canonicity  
4.  Document Debates  (continued...) 
 

D.  Homologoumena 
 
• Literal Meaning of the Word: 
 
 
• Description: 
 
 
• Partial List: 
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Step 4:  Transmission 
 
1.  Those Days 

A.  Dates 
1.  Old Testament 
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Step 4:  Transmission 
1.  Those Days 
 A.  Dates  (continued...) 
 

2.  New Testament 
 

Date Book Author 

 40-45 James James 
 48 Galatians Paul 
 49-51 1 Thessalonians Paul 
 49-51 2 Thessalonians Paul 
 53-55 1 Corinthians Paul 
 55-56 2 Corinthians Paul 
 50s/60s ??? Mark Mark 
 57 Romans Paul 
 60s ??? Luke Luke 
 60s ??? Matthew Matthew 
 62 Philippians Paul  
 62 Colossians Paul  
 62 Philemon Paul 
 62 Ephesians Paul 
 62 Acts Luke 
 63 1 Peter Peter 
 63 1 Timothy Paul 
 64 Hebrews ???? 
 64 Titus Paul 
 66 2 Peter Peter 
 67 2 Timothy Paul 
 68 ?? Jude Jude 
 85-95 John John 
 85-95 1 John John 
 85-95 2 John John 
 85-95 3 John John 
 95-96 Revelation John 

 



Compass Night     Fall 2009    Bible Origins 
page 30 

Step 4:  Transmission 
1.  Those Days  (continued...) 

 
B.  Languages 

1.  Hebrew 
 
 
 
 
2.  Aramaic 
 
 
 
 
3.  Greek 

 
 
 
 
 
C.  Writing Materials 

 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
4) 
 
 
 
5) 
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Step 4:  Transmission  (continued...) 
 
2.  What We Have Found 

 
A.  Papyri 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
 
 
• Major MSS: 
 
 
 
 

P87 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
B.  Uncials 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Major MSS: 

 
 

Vaticanus 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
C.  Minuscules 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Major MSS: 

 
 
 

Minuscule 57 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
D.  Early Versions 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Important Early Versions: 

 
 
 

Coptic Bible 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
E.  Ostraca 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Significant Ostraca: 

 
 
 

7th Century; Upper Egypt – Luke 22:70 f. 
Institut francais d’ Archeologie orientale, Cairo 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
F.  Inscriptions 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Significant Inscriptions: 

 
 

Pilate’s Inscription 
Caesarea, Israel 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
G.  Lectionaries 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Significant Lectionaries: 
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Step 4:  Transmission  
2.  What We Have Found  (continued...) 

 
H.  Quotations From Early Church Leaders 

 
• Description: 
 
 
 
• General Dates: 
 
 
 
• Importance: 
 
 
 
• Significant Authors: 
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Step 4:  Transmission   (continued...) 
 

3.  Dates & Contents of Various MSS 
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Step 4:  Transmission   (continued...) 
 

4.  Observations Regarding the Old Testament Documents 
 
A.  Difficulties 

 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
 

B.  Preservation 
 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
4) 
 
 
 
5) 
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Step 4:  Transmission   (continued...) 
 
5.  Observations Regarding the New Testament Documents 

 
A.  Advantages 

 
1)  _____________________________ 

Homer _____ 
Sophocles _____ 
Aristotle _____ 
Caesar’s Gallic Wars _____ 
Plato _____ 
Pliny the Younger’s History _____ 
Catullus _____ 
New Testament _____ Gk Mss 
 _____ Other MSS 
 _____ 

 
2)  _____________________________ 

Homer _____ yrs 
Sophocles          _____ yrs 
Aristotle _____ yrs 
Caesar’s Gallic Wars _____ yrs 
Plato  _____ yrs 
Pliny The Younger’s History     _____ yrs 
Catullus   _____ yrs 
New Testament _____ yrs 

 
 

B.  Preservation 
 
1)  Period of ________________________________ 
 
 
 
2)  Period of ________________________________ 
 
 
 
3)  Period of ________________________________ 
 
 
 
4)  Period of ________________________________ 
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Step 5:  Textual Criticism 
 
1.  A Definition 
 

 

Textual Criticism is... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.  The Need for Textual Criticism 

 
A.  The Old Testament 

 
1) 
 
 
2) 
 
 
3) 
 
 
4) 
 
 

B.  The New Testament 
 
1) 
 

Papyri ..................................._____________ 
 

Uncials ................................._____________ 
 

Minuscules ..........................._____________ 
 

Lectionaries.........................._____________ 
 
Total ....................................._____________ 

 
 
2) 
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Step 5:  Textual Criticism  (continued...) 
 
3.  Why Variants Exist 

 
A.  Unintentional Errors 

 
1) 
 
 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
 
 
4) 
 
 
 
 
 
5) 
 
 
 
 
 
6) 
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Step 5:  Textual Criticism 
3.  Why Variants Exist  (continued...) 

 
B.  Intentional Errors 

 
1) 
 
 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
 
 
4) 
 
 
 
 
 
5) 
 
 
 
 
 
6) 
 
 
 
 
 
7) 
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Step 5:  Textual Criticism  (continued...) 
 
4.  Deciding Between Variants 

 
A.  Consider the Source 

 
1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) 
 

• Alexandrian 
 
 
 
• Caesarean 
 
 
 
• Western 
 
 
 
• Byzantine 

 
 
 

B.  Consider the Options 
 
1) 
 
 
 
 
2)   
 
 
 
 
3)   
 



Compass Night     Fall 2009    Bible Origins 
page 62 

Step 6:  Translation 
 
1.  Goals For All Translators 

 
A.  Base Translation on the Best Manuscripts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Accurately Represent the Original Languages 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Choices For Translators to Make 
 
A.  How Much Historical Distance to Bridge 

 
1.  Keep It Tight to Then 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Meet Half Way Between 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Bridge Completely to Today 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Which Receptor Language to Use 
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Step 6:  Translation  (continued...) 
 
3.  History of the English Translations 
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Step 6:  Translation  (continued...) 
 
4.  Evaluation of Today’s Popular Translations 

 
A.  KJV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  NKJV 
 
 
 
 
C.  NIV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D.  NASB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E.  RSV 
 
 
 
 
 
F.  NRSV 
 
 
 
 
G.  TLB 
 
 
 
 
H.  New Living Translation 
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I.  Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
J.  GNB 
 
 
 
 
 
K.  Amplified 
 
 
 
 
 
L.  New Century Version 
 
 
 
 
 
M.  Contemporary English Version 
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ESV Translation Philosophy 

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation 
that seeks as far as possible to capture the precise 
wording of the original text and the personal style of 
each Bible writer. As such, its emphasis is on “word-
for-word” correspondence, at the same time taking 
into account differences of grammar, syntax, and 
idiom between current literary English and the 
original languages. Thus it seeks to be transparent to 
the original text, letting the reader see as directly as 
possible the structure and meaning of the original. 

In contrast to the ESV, some Bible versions have 
followed a “thought-for-thought” rather than “word-
for-word” translation philosophy, emphasizing 
“dynamic equivalence” rather than the “essentially 
literal” meaning of the original. A “thought-for-
thought” translation is of necessity more inclined to 
reflect the interpretive opinions of the translator and 
the influences of contemporary culture. 

Every translation is at many points a trade-off 
between literal precision and readability, between 
“formal equivalence” in expression and “functional 
equivalence” in communication, and the ESV is no 
exception. Within this framework we have sought to 

be “as literal as possible” while maintaining clarity 
of expression and literary excellence. 

Therefore, to the extent that plain English 
permits and the meaning in each case allows, we 
have sought to use the same English word for 
important recurring words in the original; and, as far 
as grammar and syntax allow, we have rendered Old 
Testament passages cited in the New in ways that 
show their correspondence. Thus in each of these 
areas, as well as throughout the Bible as a whole, we 
have sought to capture the echoes and overtones of 
meaning that are so abundantly present in the 
original texts. 

As an essentially literal translation, then, the 
ESV seeks to carry over every possible nuance of 
meaning in the original words of Scripture into our 
own language. As such, it is ideally suited for in-
depth study of the Bible. Indeed, with its emphasis 
on literary excellence, the ESV is equally suited for 
public reading and preaching, for private reading and 
reflection, for both academic and devotional study, 
and for Scripture memorization. 

 
ESV Manuscript Philosophy 

Each word and phrase in the ESV has been 
carefully weighed against the original Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek, to ensure the fullest accuracy 
and clarity and to avoid under-translating or 
overlooking any nuance of the original text. 

The words and phrases themselves grow out of 
the Tyndale-King James legacy, and most recently 
out of the RSV, with the 1971 RSV text providing 
the starting point for our work. 

Archaic language has been brought to current 
usage and significant corrections have been made in 
the translation of key texts. But throughout, our goal 
has been to retain the depth of meaning and enduring 
language that have made their indelible mark on the 
English-speaking world and have defined the life 
and doctrine of the church over the last four 
centuries. 

The ESV is based on the Masoretic text of the 
Hebrew Bible as found in Biblia Hebraica 
Stuttgartensia (2nd ed., 1983), and on the Greek text 
in the 1993 editions of the Greek New Testament 
(4th corrected ed.), published by the United Bible 
Societies (UBS), and Novum Testamentum Graece 
(27th ed.), edited by Nestle and Aland. 

The currently renewed respect among Old 
Testament scholars for the Masoretic text is reflected 
in the ESV’s attempt, wherever possible, to translate 

difficult Hebrew passages as they stand in the 
Masoretic text rather than resorting to emendations 
or to finding an alternative reading in the ancient 
versions. 

In exceptional, difficult cases, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, the Septuagint, the Samaritan Pentateuch, 
the Syriac Peshitta, the Latin Vulgate, and other 
sources were consulted to shed possible light on the 
text, or, if necessary, to support a divergence from 
the Masoretic text. Similarly, in a few difficult cases 
in the New Testament, the ESV has followed a 
Greek text different from the text given preference in 
the UBS/Nestle-Aland 27th edition. 

The footnotes that accompany the ESV text 
inform the reader of textual variations and 
difficulties and show how these have been resolved 
by the ESV Translation Team. In addition to this, the 
footnotes indicate significant alternative readings 
and occasionally provide an explanation for 
technical terms or for a difficult reading in the text. 

Throughout, the Translation Team has benefited 
greatly from the massive textual resources that have 
become readily available recently, from new insights 
into biblical laws and culture, and from current 
advances in Hebrew and Greek lexicography and 
grammatical understanding.



 
 
ESV Translation Team 
Dr. T. D. Alexander 
Director of the Christian Training Centre 
Union Theological College Belfast 
B.A., The Queen’s University of Belfast 
Ph.D., The Queen’s University of Belfast 
 
Dr. Clinton E. Arnold 
Professor of New Testament Language and 
Literature 
Talbot School of Theology 
B.A., Biola University 
M.Div., Talbot Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 
 
Dr. David W. Baker 
Professor of Old Testament and Semitic 
Languages 
Ashland Theological Seminary 
A.B., Temple University 
M.C.S., Regent College 
M.Phil., University of London 
Ph.D., University of London 
 
Dr. William D. Barrick 
Professor of Old Testament 
The Master’s Seminary 
B.A., Denver Baptist Bible College 
M.Div., San Francisco Theological Seminary 
Th.M., San Francisco Theological Seminary 
Th.D., Grace Theological Seminary 
 
Dr. Hans F. Bayer 
Associate Professor of New Testament 
Covenant Seminary 
M.A., Ashland Theological Seminary 
M.Div., Ashland Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 
 
Dr. Gregory Beale 
Professor of New Testament 
Wheaton College 
B.A., Southern Methodist University 
M.A., Southern Methodist University 
Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Ronald Bergey 
Professeur d’Hébreu et d’Ancient Testament 
Faculté libre de Théologie réformée Aix-en-
Provence, France 
B.S., Philadelphia College of Bible 
M.A., Jerusalem University 
Ph.D., Dropsie University 
 

Dr. Daniel I. Block 
John R. Sampey Professor of Old 
Testament Interpretation 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
B.Ed., University of Saskatchewan 
B.A., University of Saskatchewan 
M.A., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
Ph.D., University of Liverpool 
 
Dr. Craig L. Blomberg 
Professor of New Testament 
Denver Seminary 
B.A., Augustana College 
M.A., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 
Dr. Darrell L. Bock 
Research Professor of New Testament 
Studies 
Dallas Theological Seminary 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 
 
Dr. Irvin A. Busenitz 
Vice President for Academic Administration 
Professor of Bible Exposition and Old 
Testament 
The Master’s Seminary B.A., Grace College 
of the Bible 
M.Div., Talbot Theological Seminary 
Th.M., Talbot Theological Seminary 
Th.D., Grace Theological Seminary 
 
Mr. Edward H. Chandler 
Ph.D. (cand.) 
Catholic University of America 
M. Div., Covenant Seminary 
 
Dr. Daniel L. Gard 
Dean of Graduate Studies 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, IN 
B.A., Carthage College 
M.Div., Concordia Theological Seminary 
M.A., University of Notre Dame 
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame 
 
Dr. Robert P. Gordon 
Regius Professor of Hebrew 
Cambridge University 
M.A., Cambridge University 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Gene L. Green 
Associate Professor of New Testament 
Wheaton College 
B.A., Wheaton College 
M.A., Wheaton College Graduate School 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 

Dr. Michael Grisanti 
Associate Professor of Old Testament 
The Master’s Seminary 
B.A., Pillsbury Baptist Bible College 
M.Div., Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
Th.M., Central Baptist Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., Dallas Theological Seminary 
 
Dr. George H. Guthrie 
Associate Professor of Christian Studies 
Union University 
B.A., Union University 
M.Div., Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
Th.M., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
Ph.D., Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
 
Dr. Scott J. Hafemann 
Professor, Hawthorne Chair of New 
Testament Greek and Exegesis 
Wheaton College 
B.A., Bethel College 
M.A., Fuller Theological Seminary 
Dr. Theol., University of Tübingen 
 
Dr. Charles D. Harvey 
[current position not on file] 
B.A., Taylor University 
M.Div., Reformed Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Edinburgh 
 
Dr. Richard S. Hess 
Professor of Old Testament 
Denver Seminary 
B.A., Wheaton College 
M.Div., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
Th.M., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
Ph.D., Hebrew Union College 
 
Dr. Harold W. Hoehner 
Senior Professor of New Testament Studies 
Dallas Theological Seminary 
B.A., Barrington College 
Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary 
Th.D., Dallas Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. David M. Howard 
Jr. Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
B.S., Geneva College 
M.A., Wheaton College 
Ph.D., University of Michigan 
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Dr. Gordon P. Hugenberger 
Senior Pastor 
Park Street Church, Boston, MA 
B.A., Harvard University 
M.Div., Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary 
Ph.D., College of St. Paul and St. Mary 
Dr. Philip Johnston 
Professor of Old Testament 
Wycliff Hall, UK 
B.A., University of Cambridge 
B.D., Queen’s University, Belfast 
M.Th., Queen’s University, Belfast 
Ph.D., University of Cambridge 
 
Dr. Reggie McReynolds Kidd 
Associate Professor of New Testament 
Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando, 
FL 
B.A., College of William and Mary 
M.A.R., Westminster Theological Seminary 
M.Div., Westminster Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., Duke University 
 
Dr. Nobuyoshi Kiuchi 
Professor of Old Testament 
Tokyo Christian University 
B.A., Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 
Ph.D., The Council for National Academic 
Awards 
 
Dr. Andreas J. Köstenberger 
Associate Professor of New Testament 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Mag. et Dr. rer. soc. oec., Vienna University 
of Economics 
M.Div., Columbia Biblical Seminary 
Ph.D., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
 
Dr. V. Philips Long 
Professor of Old Testament 
Regent College 
B.A., Wheaton College 
M.Div., Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Ernest Lucas 
Professor of Old Testament 
Bristol Baptist College 
M.A., Regent’s Park College 
Ph.D., University of Liverpool 
 
Dr. Dennis R. Magary 
Associate Professor of Old Testament and 
Semitic Languages 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
B.A., Fort Wayne Bible College 
M.Div., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
M.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Dr. Walter A. Maier, III 
Professor of Old Testament 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, IN 
B.A., Concordia College 
M.Div., Concordia Theological Seminary 
M.A., Harvard University 
Ph.D., Harvard University 
 
Dr. J. Gordon McConville 
Professor of Old Testament 
Cheltenham and Gloucester College of 
Higher Education 
B.A., Cambridge University 
M.A., University of Edinburgh 
Ph.D., The Queen’s University of Belfast 
 
Dr. Christopher Mitchell 
Theological Editor 
Concordia Publishing House 
B.S., University of Wisconsin-Madison 
M.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison 
M.Div., Concordia Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
Dr. Leon Morris 
Former Principal of Ridley College 
Melbourne, Australia 
B.Sc., Sydney University 
Th.L., Australian College of Theology 
B.D., London University 
M.Th., [university not on file] 
Th.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Russell Nelson 
Professor of Religious Studies 
Division Chair 
Concordia University College of Alberta 
B.A., Concordia Senior College 
M.Div., Concordia Seminary in Exile, St. 
Louis 
Ph.D., Harvard University 
 
Dr. Raymond Ortlund, Jr. 
Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, Augusta, GA 
B.A., Wheaton College 
Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary 
M.A., University of California-Berkeley 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 
 
Dr. Douglas A. Oss 
Pastor 
Capital Christian Center, Salt Lake City, UT 
B.A., Western Washington University 
M.Div., Assemblies of God Theological 
Seminary 
Ph.D., Westminster Theological Seminary 
 

Dr. John N. Oswalt 
Research Professor of Old Testament 
Wesley Biblical Seminary 
B.A., Taylor University 
B.D., Asbury Theological Seminary 
Th.M., Asbury Theological Seminary 
M.A., Brandeis University 
Ph.D., Brandeis University 
 
Dr. Iain Provan 
Marshall Sheppard Professor of Biblical 
Studies 
Regent College 
B.A., London Bible College 
M.A., Glasgow University 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Paul R. Raabe 
Professor of Exegetical Theology 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 
B.S., Concordia Teachers College 
M.Div., Concordia Theological Seminary 
M.A., Washington University 
Ph.D., University of Michigan 
 
Dr. Thomas Renz 
Professor of Old Testament 
Oak Hill Theological College-London, UK 
M.Div. (equivalent), Freie Theologische 
Akademie, Giessen, Germany 
Ph.D., Bristol University 
 
Mr. Max Rogland 
Ph.D. (cand.) Leiden University 
B.A., B.Mus., University of Washington 
M.Div., Covenant Theological Seminary 
 
Dr. Allen Ross 
Former Professor of Old Testament 
Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry 
Th.D., Dallas Seminary 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Thomas R. Schreiner 
Professor of New Testament Interpretation 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
B.S., Western Oregon University 
M.Div., Western Conservative Baptist 
Seminary 
Th.M., Western Conservative Baptist 
Seminary 
Ph.D., Fuller Theological Seminary 
 
Dr. Moises Silva 
B.A., Bob Jones University 
B.D., Westminster Theological Seminary 
Th.M., Westminster Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Manchester 
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Dr. Frank S. Thielman 
Associate Professor of Divinity 
Beeson Divinity School 
B.A., Wheaton College 
B.A., Cambridge University 
M.A., Cambridge University 
Ph.D., Duke University 
 
Dr. Willem A. VanGemeren 
Professor of Old Testament and Semitic 
Studies 
Director of the Ph.D. in Theological Studies 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
Diploma, Moody Bible Institute 
B.A., University of Illinois, Chicago 
B.D., Westminster Theological Seminary 
M.A., University of Wisconsin 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin 
 

Dr. James W. Voelz 
Professor of Exegetical Theology 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
A.A., Concordia College 
B.A., Concordia Senior College 
M.Div., Concordia Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., Cambridge University 
 
Dr. Daniel B. Wallace 
Professor of New Testament Studies 
Dallas Theological Seminary 
B.A., Biola University 
Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., Dallas Theological Seminary 
 
Dr. Dean O. Wenthe 
President 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, IN 
B.A., Concordia Senior College 
M.A., University of Notre Dame 
M.Div., Concordia Seminary 
Th.M., Princeton Theological Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame 
 

Dr. Walter W. Wessel 
Former Professor of New Testament 
Bethel Seminary-West 
B.A., UCLA 
M.A., UCLA 
Ph.D., University of Edinburgh 
 
Dr. Robert W. Yarbrough 
Associate Professor of New Testament 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
B.A., Southwest Baptist College 
M.A., Wheaton College Graduate School 
Ph.D., University of Aberdeen 

 
Reception of the ESV 
 
“We are building all our future 
ministry around the ESV…. The 
ESV satisfies the preaching, 
memorizing, studying, and reading 
needs of our church, from children 
to adults.” 

John Piper 
Pastor for Preaching and 
Vision, Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

  
“The ESV is a solid translation… 
that is faithful to the text and clear to 
the mind and ear. It is a pleasure to 
commend it.” 

Dr. Darrell L. Bock 
Research Professor of New 
Testament Studies, Dallas 
Theological Seminary 

 
“I appreciate deeply the evident 
commitment to the absolute truth of 
Scripture, and the willingness of 
these scholars to yield to the Spirit 
rather than bend to the wind of 
cultural trends.” 

Dr. Bryan Chapell 
President, Covenant 
Theological Seminary 

 

“The translation is outstanding. The 
ESV achieves a new standard in 
accurate Bible translations for our 
day.” 

Dr. R. C. Sproul 
Chairman, Ligonier 
Ministries 

 
“… the ESV makes an important 
contribution of trueness to the text 
and readability.” 

Dr. Joseph M. Stowell 
President, Cornerstone 
University 

 
“The ESV embodies both word-for-
word exactness and easy 
readability. It has quickly become 
my primary Bible for both personal 
use and public teaching.” 

Jerry Bridges 
Author, The Pursuit of 
Holiness 

 
“Retaining the majesty of language 
with the clarity of thought, the 
English Standard Version is a grand 
accomplishment.” 

Dr. Ravi Zacharias 
Author and Speaker 

“The ESV shows exactly what the 
original says—and with elegance of 
style! I welcome its publication with 
enthusiasm.” 

Dr. Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr. 
Senior Pastor, Christ 
Presbyterian Church, 
Nashville, Tennessee 

 
“I recommend the ESV as the best 
literal translation for Bible study in 
my hermeneutics class and in Bible 
study seminars. Congratulations on 
a job well done.” 

Dr. Grant R. Osborne 
Professor of New 
Testament, Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School 
(Deerfield, Illinois) 

 
 
“The ESV beautifully blends good, 
contemporary English with 
reverence and accuracy.” 

Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer 
Senior Pastor, Moody 
Church, Chicago, Illinois 
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“After twenty years of teaching 
God’s Word and changing 
translations I have found at last, by 
God’s grace, a translation that is 
easy to read and immensely 
accurate. The ESV is the new first 
choice for serious students and 
careful communicators of God’s 
unchanging Word.” 

James MacDonald 
Pastor, Harvest Bible 
Chapel, Rolling Meadows IL 

 
“After preaching out of the same 
version for over 10 years, I switched 
to the ESV Bible. I find it both 
accurate and easily readable, which 
is a rare combination.” 

Francis Chan 
Pastor, Cornerstone 
Church, Simi Valley, CA 

 
“The ESV represents a new level of 
excellence in Bible translations—
combining unquestionable accuracy 
in translation with a beautiful style of 
expression. It is faithful to the text, 
easy to understand, and a pleasure 
to read. This is a translation you can 
trust.” 

Dr. R. Albert Mohler, Jr. 
President, The Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

 
“I believe the ESV is the Bible of the 
future. It is readable, accurate, and 
reverent.” 

Dr. Thomas R. Schreiner 
Professor of NT, Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

 
 “With the myriad of new Bible 
translations on the market today, 
few stand out. The ESV is one of 
the few, and surpasses the others in 
its simple yet elegant style. In many 
respects the ESV has accomplished 
in the 21st century what the KJV 
accomplished in the 17th: a 
trustworthy, literary Bible that is 
suitable for daily reading, 
memorizing, and preaching.” 

Daniel B. Wallace, Ph.D. 
Executive Director, Center 
for the Study of New 
Testament Manuscripts 

“I am so impressed with the clarity, 
beauty, and power of the ESV that I 
feel that I am reading the Bible 
again for the first time. From now on 
the ESV will be my Bible of choice. I 
simply don’t have the words to say 
how thankful I am for the ESV, its 
faithfulness to the original, and its 
beauty.” 

Steve Brown 
Professor of Preaching, 
Reformed Theological 
Seminary, Orlando, FL 

 
 “A huge improvement over all so-
called ‘dynamic’ translations. It is 
very usable for serious Bible study 
and teaching.” 

Dr. Jack Cottrell 
Professor of Theology, 
Cincinnati Bible Seminary 

 
“I appreciate… the ESV [because it] 
retains theological terminology that 
is at the heart of the Christian faith 
and exercises care and precision in 
the translation of nuances and 
gender language, so as to preserve 
a text that is as faithful as possible 
to the original. By the same token, 
the translators have maintained 
clarity and literary excellence, 
making this an accessible” 

Nancy Leigh DeMoss 
Author, Host of Revive Our 
Hearts radio 

 
 “I am delighted to express my great 
appreciation for the English 
Standard Version. As soon as I 
started using the ESV I realized 
what a treasure it is. I have recently 
adopted this as my preferred 
translation for personal Bible study 
and as the basis of the seminary 
courses that I teach. (I write this as 
someone who has been using 
[another translation] for the past 
twenty-five years—and as someone 
who never expected to make such a 
change.)” 

Dr. Kendell H. Easley 
Chairman, Department of 
New Testament and Greek, 
Mid-American Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

 

“I have been preaching from the 
ESV for the last year and find it to 
be a powerful text, which accurately 
and beautifully communicates with 
this generation of believers.” 

Dr. Jack Graham 
Pastor, Prestonwood 
Baptist Church 

 
 
“Meticulous care and passionate 
research make the ESV a crisp, 
accurate, and valuable translation.” 

Max Lucado 
Minister, Oak Hills Church 
of Christ 

 
 
“The ESV is my translation of 
choice. I use it both for my personal 
study and when I preach and 
teach… It is the primary translation 
we use in the worship services at 
our church… I love it because of the 
translators’ commitment to accuracy 
and it’s very readable… My walk 
with the Lord and my ministry have 
been enriched and blessed through 
this wonderful translation 

Dr. Crawford W. Loritts, Jr. 
Sr. Pastor, Fellowship Bible 
Church, Roswell, Georgia 

 
 
“The ESV is a great word for word 
translation that is a tremendous gift 
to Bible students and teachers. I am 
thankful to my friends at Crossway 
for the investment they have made 
to the kingdom by giving us the 
ESV.” 

Mark Driscoll 
Preaching Pastor, Mars Hill  

 
 
“Reading the ESV’s purity and 
cadence of the classically satisfying 
text gave me more and more 
enjoyment. At the same time, the 
meaning came over clearly and with 
force, with the literary beauty of the 
text expressed in clear language for 
today.” 

Mrs. Susan Schaeffer 
Macaulay 
L’Abri Fellowship 
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“I’m so grateful for a translation that 
I can trust for its accuracy and enjoy 
for its clarity. This is the Bible for our 
entire family.” 

Carolyn Mahaney 
Author and Speaker, 
Covenant Life Church 

 
“For our churches and pulpits, as 
well as for our students, it is critically 
important to have a Bible translation 
that does not compromise orthodox 
theology or gender issues, and that 
is both faithful to the languages of 
the text and eminently readable. 
The ESV uniquely fulfills that 
prescription.” 

Dr. Paige Patterson 
President, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

 

 
“The ESV promises to be true to its 
name: the English Standard Version 
for the coming generation. It is a 
careful rendering that captures and 
communicates the sense of the 
original biblical text and does so in 
flowing modern English…. Well 
done!” 

Dr. S. M. Baugh 
Associate Professor of New 
Testament, Westminster 
Theological Seminary 

 
 “The ESV is as accurate as the 
NASB, but reads as well as the 
classic RSV. It is culturally sensitive 
to the writer’s intent while written in 
modern English. It is correct without 
being politically correct.” 

Dr. John Mark Reynolds 
Director of the Torrey 
Honors Institute and 
Associate Professor of 
Philosophy, Biola University 

 

 
“We use the English Standard 
Version as our church Bible 
because we are passionate about 
God’s Word—every last word of it—
and because we want our children 
to have the best available 
translation for reading, teaching, 
preaching, memorizing, and serious 
Bible study.” 

Dr. Philip Graham Ryken 
Senior Minister, Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 
 “In translation philosophy and 
original-language fidelity, for many 
settings the ESV surpasses all other 
English language translations.” 

Dr. Robert W. Yarbrough 
New Testament Chair, 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School 
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Notes 
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