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Mt. 19:17b-22 
17b  “If you want to 
enter life, obey the 
commandments.” 
18 “Which ones?” 
the man inquired. 
Jesus replied,  
“‘Do not murder, 
do not commit 
adultery, do not 
steal, do not give 
false testimony,  
19 honor your 
father and 
mother,’ and ‘love 
your neighbor as 
yourself.’”  
20 “All these I have 
kept,” the young 
man said. “What 
do I still lack?”  
21 Jesus 
answered, “If you 
want to be perfect, 
go, sell your 
possessions and 
give to the poor, 
and you will have 
treasure in 
heaven. Then 
come, follow me.” 
22 When the young 
man heard this, he 
went away sad, 
because he had 
great wealth.  (NIV)  
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Application Questions Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s sermon. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to 
these questions will help to drive home the point of today’s study. It is also helpful when you are able to discuss your answers 
with others.  
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1. What is revealed about people’s understanding of God when they choose to believe that “trying to do good” is 

all that is required to be acceptable in his sight? 
1. What is revealed about people’s understanding of God when they choose to believe that “trying to do good” is 

all that is required to be acceptable in his sight? 

2. Read Romans 3:22-24.  Why do you think it is so hard for people to admit that they “fall short” of God’s 
standard? 
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Read Romans 4:4-5.  Why do you think so many prefer the idea of “earning” their eternal life? Read Romans 4:4-5.  Why do you think so many prefer the idea of “earning” their eternal life? 

3. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.  Describe the connection between humility, salvation and worship. 3. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.  Describe the connection between humility, salvation and worship. 

4. Read Psalm 51:4.  How does this statement make sense considering the historical 
context of this Psalm (see the psalm’s introductory notation, i.e., “…after David had 
committed adultery with Bathsheba”). 
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Read Through  
the Bible in a Year 

Here’s this  
week’s schedule: 
April 6th  
 Josh.7-8 & Lk.21 
April 7th  
 Josh.9-10 & Lk.22 
April 8th  
 Josh.11-12 & Lk.23 
April 9th   
 Josh.13-14 & Lk.24 
April 10th    
 Josh.15-16 & Jn.1 
April 11th  
 Josh.17-18 & Jn.2 
April 12th  
 Josh.19-20 & Jn.3 
April 13th  
 Josh.21-22 & Jn.4 

5. How would you respond to someone who says: “Christians who try to keep God’s 
rules are legalists!” 
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rules are legalists!” 
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Here are some resources that will assist you in a deeper study of the truths presented in this week’s sermon. 
(To see other recommendations by Pastor Mike related to this and other topics go to www.CompassBooks.org.) 

Blocher, Henri. Original Sin: Illuminating the Riddle. Intervarsity Press, 2001. 
Lundgaard, Kris. The Enemy Within: Straight Talk About the Power and Defeat of Sin. P & R Publishing, 1998. 
MacArthur, John. Faith Works: The Gospel According to the Apostles. Zondervan, 1994. 
Needham, David. Alive for the First Time: A Fresh Look at the New Birth Miracle. Multnomah Press, 1995. 
Owen, John. Overcoming Sin & Temptation. Crossway Books, 2006. 
Piper, John. Future Grace: The Purifying Power of Living by Faith. Multnomah Press, 1998. 
Plantinga, Cornelius. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin. Eerdmans Publishing, 1995. 
Reed, Gerard. C. S. Lewis Explores Vice and Virtue. Beacon Hill Press, 2001. 
Ryle, J. C. Holiness: It’s Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties and Roots. Reprint. Charles Nolan Publishers, 2001. 
Saucy, Robert L. “‘Sinners’ who are Forgiven or ‘Saints’ who Sin?” Bibliotheca Sacra vol.152, no.608 (October 1995). 
Seifrid, Mark A. Christ, Our Righteousness: Paul’s Theology of Justification. InterVarsity, 2001. 
Spurgeon, C. H. All of Grace. Whitaker House, 1985. 
Venning, Ralph. The Sinfulness of Sin. Reprint. Banner of Truth, 1997.

Here is a list of other CDs available from past sermons which may assist you in your further study 
of today’s message. 
CD # 0663 – The Sin Problem: And Our Problem with Sin 
CD # 0667 – Being Totally Honest About Your Sin 
CD # 0730 – Our Fight with Sin: Recalling Why This is So Important 
CD # 0732 – Seeing Obedience as an Act of Worship 
 


