
 

 

In Excelsis What? 
Putting the “Deo” Back in Christmas 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     This Christmas… 

   1.  Get _______________________    (vv.1-6) 

     This Christmas… 

   2.  Give _______________________    (vv.7-10) 

Ideas… 
 vv.7-8a)    

 v.8b)   

 v.9a)    

 v.9b)    

 v.10)   

     This Christmas… 

   3.  Be __________    (vv.11-13) 
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Psalm 96 
1 Sing to the LORD a new 
song; sing to the LORD, 
all the earth. 2 Sing to the 
LORD, praise his name; 
proclaim his salvation day 
after day. 3 Declare his 
glory among the nations, 
his marvelous deeds 
among all peoples. 4 For 
great is the LORD and 
most worthy of praise; he 
is to be feared above all 
gods. 5 For all the gods of 
the nations are idols, but 
the LORD made the 
heavens. 6 Splendor and 
majesty are before him; 
strength and glory are in 
his sanctuary.  
      7 Ascribe to the LORD, 
O families of nations, 
ascribe to the LORD glory 
and strength. 8 Ascribe to 
the LORD the glory due 
his name; bring an 
offering and come into his 
courts. 9 Worship the 
LORD in the splendor of 
his holiness; tremble 
before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, 
“The LORD reigns. The 
world is firmly established, 
it cannot be moved; he 
will judge the peoples with 
equity.” 
      11 Let the heavens 
rejoice, let the earth be 
glad; let the sea resound, 
and all that is in it; 12 let 
the fields be jubilant, and 
everything in them. Then 
all the trees of the forest 
will sing for joy; 13 they will 
sing before the LORD, for 
he comes, he comes to 
judge the earth. He will 
judge the world in 
righteousness and the 
peoples in his truth.   (NIV) 



 

 

Read through the Bible in 
a year!  Here is this 
week’s schedule.    
Sunday 
 Jonah 3-4 & Rev.3 
Monday 
 Micah 1-2 & Rev.4 
Tuesday 
 Micah 3-4 & Rev.5 
Wednesday 
 Micah 5-6 & Rev.6 
Thursday 
 Micah 7 & Rev.7 
Friday 
 Nahum 1-2 & Rev.8 
Saturday 
 Nahum 3 & Rev.9 

Application Questions 
These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions 
will help to drive home the point of today’s message.  It is also helpful to discuss your answers with others.  This can take place with friends, your 
family, accountability partners, or ministry groups within the church. 

1. Describe a Christmas experience from years past when a real connection to the meaning of Christmas invaded 
and penetrated the busyness of the holiday. 

 What will you do this Christmas season to slow down long enough to get your focus and attention in the right 
place?  How, when and where? 

2. How does digging a little deeper into the historical and theological truths of Christmas help your heart engage in 
the celebration? 

 What will you do to expand your understanding of the implications of Christmas this year? 

3. Based on the cues from the midsection of Psalm 96, what specifically will you give 
God this Christmas? 

4. How will you utilize the gift of music this Christmas to express yourself to God? 

5. Write out a prayer of commitment and petition regarding your attitude this Christmas 
season. 

 
 
 

Here are some resources which may help you understand and apply the truths presented in this week’s sermon. 
Bridges, Jerry.  I Exalt You, O God: Encountering His Greatness in Your Private Worship. Waterbrook Press, 2001. 
________. The Pursuit of Holiness. NavPress, 1996. 
Chapell, Bryan. Holiness by Grace: Delighting in the Joy That Is Our Strength. Crossway Books, 2001. 
DeMoss, Nancy. The Attitude of Gratitude: Developing a Thankful Heart. Life Action Ministries, 2000. 
Gaebelein, Frank E. The Christian, The Arts & The Truth: Regaining the Vision of Greatness. Multnomah Press, 1985. 
Lutz, Susan. Thankfulness: Even When It Hurts. P & R, 2002. 
Piper, John. A Hunger For God: Desiring God Through Fasting and Prayer. Crossway Books, 1997. 
Ryle, J. C. Holiness: Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties and Roots. Reprint. Charles Nolan Publishers, 2001. 
Sproul, R. C. The Holiness of God. Tyndale House, 1985. 
Spurgeon, Charles. A Passion for Holiness in a Believer’s Life. YWAM Publishing, 1996. 
______. Power in Praising God. Whitaker House, 1998. 
Tippit, Sammy. Worthy of Worship. Moody Press, 1981. 
Tozer, A. W. The Knowledge of the Holy. Harper & Row, 1961. 
______. Whatever Happened to Worship?  A Call to True Worship. Reprint. Christian Publications, 1985. 
Yancy, Philip. What’s So Amazing About Grace? Zondervan, 1997. 
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