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Understanding the Ultimate Battle of Wits

1 Cor. 1:18-21
18 For the message of

the cross is
1 . Wake (v.18) foolishness to those
who are perishing,
but to us who are
being saved it is the
power of God.
19 For it is written: “|
will destroy the
wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the
intelligent I will
frustrate.” 20 Where is
the wise man? Where
is the scholar? Where
is the philosopher of
this age? Has not
God made foolish the
wisdom of the world?
2L For since in the
2. Realize (w.19-21a) wisdom of God the

world through its
wisdom did not know
him, God was
pleased through the
foolishness of what
was preached to
save those who
believe. (NIv)

3. Boldly (v.21b)




Application Questions

These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions
will help to drive home the point of today’s message. It is also helpful to discuss your answers with others. This can take place with friends, your
family, accountability partners, or ministry groups within the church.

1. How have you minimized or simply underestimated the “clash of ideas” that exists between Christianity and the
world?

2. What conflicts have you encountered in trying to maintain and uphold a “God-centered” gospel in a culture of
“man-centered” religions?

3. In what ways have you been tempted to make Christianity more palatable? To whom, and in what situations
have you done this?

Describe a recent situation in which you saw (or perhaps participated in) a presentation of the “cross” which
was in some way “emptied of its power” (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:17b).

We are reading through
the Bible in a year! Here

4. Read Romans 1:16. To what extent do you share Paul's boldness? Why do you think [| i this week's schedule.

you are not more courageous in standing on the truth that God has revealed? Sunday
Is.7-8 & 1Cor.3

Monday

1s.9-10 & 1Cor.4
Tuesday

Is.11-12 & 1Cor.5

5. In what setting this week do you think God is calling you to make a countercultural Wednesday
stand for truth? Is.13-14 & 1Cor.6

Thursday

Is.15-16 & 1Cor.7
Friday

Is.17-18 & 1Cor.8
Saturday

1s.19-20 & 1Cor.9

Here are some resources to help you understand the clash of ideas that are a part of daily life for biblical Christians.
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