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60z 'ARNING!

Bogus “God-Info” Can Be Hazardous to Your Healih

1:1 Slman Peter, a servantand aposile of Jasus Ghrist, To those who through the righleousness of cur God and Savior Jasus Ghrist have raceived a faith as precious ay aurs: 2 Grace and paace be yours In abundanca through the knowiedge of God and of
Jesus our Lerd. 3 Hix divine power fias given us everything we need for ife an! godliness through our knowtedge of him wha cafled u3 by his own glory and goedness. 4 Through thess he has 9iven us his very great and precious promises, 5o that through tham yaur
may participate in the divine nature end escape the comuption In the world caused by evl desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effart o 2dd to your faith good: and lo goodness, knawledge; & and to knowtedgs, set-controf; and ta sef-conirol, parseverance;
and ta perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godiness, brothary kindness; and to dretherfy kindness, lave. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being | fve and unp iva in your knowladge of aur Lord Jasus Christ
& But I anyane does not have them, hie Is nearsightad and blind, and has forgatten that ha has been cleansed Fom his past sins. 30 Therefore, my brothers, be all the moce sager to make Your calling and election sure, For if you dg thesa things, you wif never fak,
11 and you will receive a rich welcama into the eternal kingdom of ol Lond and Savior Jeaus Christ 42 Sa ( will always remind you of thesa things, even though you kacw them and are fimiy established In the truth you now have, 13 | think it Is right o refrash your
memory as long as { ive in Lhe lent of this bedy, 14 because { know that £ wil saon put it aside, a3 aur Lond Jesus Christ has made clear o me. 15 And | wil make every effort tx see that after Rty depariura you will always be able ko remember thess things. 18 We did not
follow clevery ivventad stories when we told you abgut the powsr and eoming af our Lord Jesus Chiist bit we wers i of hia majesty {7 Enr b rapabied by d gloey fasmh-God-the Kather-wher-the-veise-crme-to- onrthe-thefesticSlory-sayg—=This

18 my Sor, whom ! {ova; with him | am wall pleased.” 18 We oursetves heard this voice that came from heavan whe we were with him on the sacred mountain, 19 And we have the word of the prophets made mare certain, and you will do well to pay attantion ta it, as to 2
light shining in a dark placs, until tha day dawns and the moming star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that na prophecy of Scripiire ¢ams about by the prophet's own interpretatian. 24 For praphecy never had is origl In the wikt of man, but men
spoke rom God &2 they were camied alang by the Holy Spird.

21 Butthere were alva falae prophats among the peopie, just as there will be faise taachers among you. They wiil secrety intaduce deskuctive heresies, svan denying the savereign Lord who dought them—bringing swift dastuction on themyelvas, 2 Mary wil
follow their shameful ways and will hring the way of tnuth into disrepute. 3 In thalr graed these teachers will axploit you with stoses they have made up, Theit condemnation has long bezn hanging over them, and thelr destruction has not baen alaeping. 4 Far if God did
not spare angals when frey sinned, but sent B1am to hell, pulting them into gicomy dungeons fo be held forjudgment, 5 if he did not spars tha ancient world when ke broughk the fload on its ungodly people, but protectsd Noah, a prescher of dghteousnass, and seven
others; B if he cundemned the citles of Sodom and Gomorrah by buming them to ashes, and made them an example of what s going o *#appen to the ungadly, 7 and ¥ hie rescued Lot, a righteous man, wha was distressed by the fithy lives of lawlass man 8 (for that
figntzotis man, living among them day after day, was tmiented 1 his rigivieaiis 2au) by the lawless deeds he saw and heardl— 937 this Iz so, er e Lord knows haw o rescue godly men fam frials and to hold the undghtsaus fer the day of judgmert, while continuing
thelr punishmant 10 This is 2snecially trus of those who Follow the comupt dasire of ths sinfuf nature and desplse authority. Bald and arrogant, thase men ace not afraid o siander celustial beings; +1 yet even 2ngels, akhough they are stronger and mars powerful, da not
biing sanderous accusatiens against such beings In the prasenca of (e Lord. 12 But thase men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are e brute beasis, creatures of instinct, bam only to ba caught and destroyed, and fike beasts they tos will parsh,
13 They will be paid back with barm for the ham they have done, Thelr [den of pleastra is ts carouse Inbvozd dayfight, They ere blots and blemishes, reveling in their plaasures whils thay feast with You, 14 With eyas full of adultery, they never stop sinning; thay seduce
the unstzble; they ae expenis in greed—an accursed Sroodt 15 They have left the stralght way and wandered off lo follow the way of Batazm sen of Beor, wha loved the wages of wickedness, 16 But he was rebaked for s wranggoing by a dankey—a beast without
spoech—who spake wilh a man's voice and restrained the prophet's madaesa. {7 These men are springs without water and mists driven by » storm. Diackest darkness s reserved for them. 18 Fot they mauth empty, baastful words and, by appesiing o the lustful deslres
of sinful human nalure, they entice peeple wha are just escaping ram those wha live In emor. 18 They promise fiem fr=edom, whie they themseives are siaves of deprevity—for a aiad b1 a slave fo whataver bas mastered him, 20 ¥ thay have sscaped tie comuption of
the worid by knawing ctir Lord and Savior jesus Christ and are agaln sntangled in i and avercome, thay are worss off at the end than they were at ths beginning, 21 # would have bean balter for tham net ta liave known the way of righteousnass, then to have known {
and then to bum their backs an the sacred eommand that was passed on to them. 22 OF them the proverbs are brus: “Adog retums bo its vomit,* and, "A sow that is washed goes back to fer wallowing in the mud,”

3:1 Dear fiiends, this is now my second letter to you | have weitten both of tham as reminders to stimulate you to wholescma (hinking. 2 | want you te recall the wards spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the cemmand given by our Lord and Savior
through your zpasties. 3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scolfers will come, scoffing and Rallowing their own evil desives. 4 Thay will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ ha promlsed? Ever since our fathers died, sveryting goes on as i has since the
baginning of creation.” 5 Sut thay deiiberately forgat that long age by Gad's word the heavens existed and the sarth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By thess waters also the workd of that lime was dehuged and deviroyed. T By the same word the presemt
haavens and eath are reservad for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destucien of urgodly men, B Bul da not ferget fiés une Hing, dear fends: With the Lord 2 day [y e a thousand yesrs, and = toussnd years aze ke 2 day. 9 The Lord fs rigt slow In
keeping his promise, as some undarsiand slowness. He is patient with you, nct wanting anyans te perish, but sveryans lo come to rapentance, 10 Buf the day of the Lord wil coms ke & thisf, The hamvens will disappesr with a roar; the slaments wil ba dastroyed by firs,
and the earth and averything in it will ba laid bare. 19 Sinca averything will be destrayed in this way, what kind of peaple ought you bo be? You ought to live holy and godly fves 12 a3 you look forward bo the day of Gad and Apeed its coming. That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements wil mettin the heat. 13 But In keaplng with his promisa wa are looking forward to.a new haavan and a iew earth, the home of rightecusness. 14 5o then, dear fiiends, sinca you are laoking forward to this, make evary
effait lo be found spatiess, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord's petience means ratvation, just a5 our dear brothar Paul aiso wrote you with the wisdom that Gad gave him. 16 He writes the sams way In all his letters, speaking in them of
these matters. Hia efters contain some things that are han to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distart, a3 they da the other Scriptures, to their own destruetion, 47 Therefore, dear frands, since your already know this, be on your guard so that you may rot
be cartied away by the aror of lawless men and fall From your secure pasiton. 18 But graw in the grace and knowledge of aur Lard and Savior Jeats Christ To him be glory both now and farever Amen, {41V}

Okay, you'll probably need your Bible on this one!
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Application Questions

These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message. It is recommended that you take time this week to write out
your response 1o each of these questions. This will help to drive home the point of today’s message and will help you to appiy the principles to your
life situation. These questions are also used as the basis of discussion for many of our smal group studies that meet throughout the week. For
limes and locations of PCC's small group gatherings call the church office (714-489-2600).

1.

With “warning” labels on just about everything these days it is easy to become an anesthetized to their
importance. It seems that the warnings from the Bible about fife are the most overlooked of all. How well do
you generally take “warnings™? Why do you think most people struggle with being on the receiving end of a

~warning?

The warnings from Second Peter call Christians to be discemning about what they hear and who they hear it
from. Why is this an especially unpopular practice in our modern age?

- What kind of reputation are you Iikely to gain if you are more careful about what kind of “God-information” you

are willing to receive?

Do you think a Christian can fall into sin in the name of “discernment”? In other words, at what point does
discemment become a counter-productive, hyper-critical activity? Explain.

Peter wants us to note that the truth from God always makes us more fike him, not less. In what ways have
you seen, heard, or experienced teaching that is given in a “God package” but results in, or encourages
behavior that is clearly not Christ-like?

How do you think this can subtly infiltrate good, solid, Bible teaching churches? (Note the word “secretly” in 2
Peter 2:1.)

What can you do to constantly keep God's written word in your mind? How will you insure that you don't forget
the truths of Bible?

In what ways do you find popular “God-info” today emphasizing the “here and now” instead of ultimate
fulfiliment in the “then and there™?



