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Text: Revelation 12:1-17 .
Topic:  Spiritual Warfare. Courage April 6, 1997
Series: The Book of Revelation Pastor Mike

-1 Real War!

Crucial Insight for Ambush Prevention

12:1 A great and wondrous sign appearsd in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her fest and a crown of twalve stars on
her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about o give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven; an enormaus red dragon
with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns cn his heads. 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and fung them to the earth. The
dragon stocd in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was bomn. 5 She gave birth to a son, a
mals child, who will rule afl the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and 1o his throne. 6 The woman fled into the desert to
a place prepared for her by God, where she might ba taken care of for 1,260 days.

7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and hls angels fought back. 8 But he was not
strong enough, and thay lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the
whole world astray. He was hurlad to the earth, and his angels with him.

10 Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the autherity of his
Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and right, has been hured down. 11 They overcame him by the blocd of
the Lamb and by the word of their tesiimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you
wha dwell in them| But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to youl He is filled with fury, becauss he knows that his time is
short."

13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled fo the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth 1o the male child. 14 The woman was
given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times
and haif a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water iike a river, fo overtake the woman and sweep har away
with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then
the dragon was enraged at the womarn and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God's commandments and held 1o the

testimony of Jesus.

1. A Historic War (w.1-17)
A. The Cast (v.1-4)

B. The Big-Time Battles (vw.4b-17)

2. This Week’s Battles (w.0-11)

A. Understand Your Opponent (vv.9b-10)

B. Counterattack! (v.11)




Discussion Questions

These questions are provided for your further study and app/.'catton of today’'s message and fo prepare you for pamc.'paffon
inone of our small group studies. , .. 7. .. e - . e e

1. There are two extremes to which a Christian can go when the topic of “spiritual warfare” comes up. A
follower of Christ can disregard the waming of 1 Peter 5:8, downplaying the reality and impact of spiritual
opposition in his or her life. What practical danger exists for this persen? If possible, describe the
ramifications of thinking this way from your personal experience. {See alse 2 Corinthians 2:11,)

On the other hand, the Christian can become obsessed with “finding a demon in every problem”. How can
this singular solution to every sin, temptation and trial be a real danger?

Can you describe a situation where you thought of yourself as a “victim” of the enemy (remember Flip
Wilson?) and later with some increased spiritual growth and maturity recalled the situation differently?

2. Ourenemy is called a “serpent” in Revelation 12:9 “who leads the whole world astray”.  Reread the story of
the first human act of rebellion in Genesis 3:1-8.  In what way did Satan deceive Eve? How did he inject
doubt?

In what way do you think the enemy lies to you? In what ways does he deceive you in his attempts to lead
you astray?

3. According to Revelation 12:9 the enemy is also known as the “devil” (the slanderer, or one who trips us up).
In what ways does he atiempt to “trip you up?”  What vulnerabilities do you think he targets the most?

4. Qur Text also tells us that our enemy is known as “Satan” (er the one who opposes).  In what ways has
Satan successfully held up barriers in your spirifual life? How does he thwart spiritual progress in your life?

5. Revelation 12:10 describes the activities of our enemy as "“accusing the brothers day and night”.  In what
ways do you sense the enemy accusing you? How does he attack your confidence in serving God?

6. All of these tactics result in “minus ministry”. What will you do this week to launch your counterattack and
contribute to the cause of Christ in our world? '



